
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Patriarchs—WEEK 3 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Discuss how you trusted and obeyed God this past week? 
 
Isaac, Abrahams son, grows up and marries Rebekah.  They have twin sons, Jacob 
and Esau.  Jacob, Abrahams grandson, whose name is later changed to Israel, 
ends up with twelve sons.  Joseph is the favorite son of Israel (Jacob).   
 
The older brothers are jealous so they sell Joseph into slavery in Egypt.  God was 
with Joseph, who worked so diligently that he became second in power to the 
Pharaoh.  Joseph protected Egypt from a 7-year famine and all the Israelites 
(Israel’s family) end up moving and living in Egypt for a long time—four       
hundred years to be exact. 
 
What was God doing with the people of Israel for all that time?  What about the 
promises to Abraham? 
 
Actually, this long time was necessary for God to fulfill his promises to Abraham.  
A nation isn't born overnight.  The tribes of Israel needed time to grow.  In Egypt, 
with its mighty Nile river and fertile fields, the people of Israel have plenty of 
food and safety, and grow to be very numerous. 
 
 
Discussion with your Family: 
What blessings has God give your family? 
 
Abraham was patient in seeing God’s plan unfold.  How do you live patiently 
with God’s plans for your life? 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Hedwig 
 
Feast Day: October 16 
 
Hedwig, the daughter of a 12th-century count, was educated in a monastery in Eastern Europe. 
At age 12, she married Henry I of Silesia, who was 18. In the 1200s, this was the usual age for 
marriage. The couple had seven children. 

Henry succeeded his father to the throne. Henry depended 
on Hedwig to help him rule. In a war with Conrad of 
Masovia, Henry was captured. With rare courage, Hedwig 
persuaded Conrad to return her husband. The gentle queen 
was loved more for her kindness to those who were poor 
than for her political undertakings. She founded a hospital 
for lepers. The doors of her castle were open to travelers 
and to those who were homeless, sick, and dying. Hedwig 
went to the cottages of those who were poor, visiting and 
serving them. Late at night she would darn their clothes. 
Early in the morning, Hedwig would pray for the kingdom. 
She did all this while taking good care of her own family. 
Hedwig also invited religious to build monasteries in the 
kingdom. 

Hedwig suffered when two of her sons disagreed over land 
given to them by Henry and went to war against each    
other. She bore this sorrow and the death of her son Henry 
with patience. The people of her kingdom considered her a 
living saint. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-hedwig 



GOSPEL READING 
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

November 26, 2017 

Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and 
you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer 
him and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did 
we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, 
and visit you?' And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of 
the least brothers of mine, you did for me.' Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you 
accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me 
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and 
you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.' Then they will answer and say, 
'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to 
your needs?' He will answer them, 'Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, 
you did not do for me.' And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/112617.cfm 

Family Connection 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us that we will be judged on only one thing: the acts of mercy 
we have shown to the least among us. Jesus identifies with the least ones; thus we serve Jesus 
whenever we serve one of the least ones. The Church calls the actions that Jesus described in 
today’s Gospel the Corporal Works of Mercy. These works are to feed the hungry, to clothe the 
naked, to bury the dead, to shelter the homeless, to visit the sick and imprisoned, and to give 
alms to the poor. In these actions we show God’s compassion and mercy to those in need. 

As you gather as a family, recall the list of the Corporal Works of Mercy. Talk about some  
concrete examples of how your family might do these actions in your community and then    
discuss why it is important that we do these things. Read Matthew 25:31-46. Ask: Why does 
Jesus say we ought to do these works of mercy? (Because whenever we show mercy to another 
person, we show mercy to Jesus himself.) Choose one Corporal Work of Mercy that your    
family will act upon this week. Pray together that your family will see and serve Jesus in the 
least ones among us. Pray the Lord’s Prayer or an Act of Love. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/our-lord-jesus-christ-the-king-a
-sunday-connection 



GOSPEL READING 
First Sunday of Advent 

December 3, 2017 

Mark 13:33-37 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'"  
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120317.cfm 

Family Connection 

In family life, we try to prepare ourselves for many future things: our next vacation, our       
children’s education, our retirement. We are careful not to allow ourselves to be caught by    
surprise so that we can handle any challenges our family may face. Today’s Gospel reminds us 
that we are called to be just as attentive and alert to the coming of the Son of Man so that it will 
not catch us unprepared. This means attending to our family’s spiritual life as carefully as we 
attend to other important family matters. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about a time when you received surprise visitors at your house, 
perhaps a neighbor who stopped by or a relative who arrived unannounced. Was your       
household prepared to receive this unannounced guest? What might your family have done   
differently if you knew ahead of time that this visitor was going to arrive? Jesus told his        
disciples that no one knows when the Son of Man will return, except the Father. Read with your 
family what Jesus told his disciples in today’s Gospel, Mark 13:33-37. 

During Advent, we not only prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we also check to 
see if we are doing all the things that will keep us ready to receive Jesus when he comes again. 
Talk about how your family can recommit to daily prayer, reading Scripture, and staying    
faithful to God’s commandments. Pray together that through this Advent season your family 
will be more prepared to receive Jesus when he comes again. Read as a concluding prayer 
Paul’s words to the Corinthians found in today’s second reading, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or pray 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 


